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INTRODUCTION
This finding aid covers the gubernatorial papers of Tennessee Governor Malcolm R.
Patterson, who served from 1907-1911. It consists mostly of correspondence, petitions
for pardons, and applications, and other materials.
There are no restrictions on the use of the materials and researchers may make copies
of individual items for individual or scholarly use.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Malcolm Rice Patterson
(Democrat)

Born in 1861 in Alabama, Patterson was the son of a Confederate cavalry commander.
He read law, opened a practice, served as attorney general and as a representative in
Congress before becoming governor in 1907. When a dispute over fishing rights at
Reelfoot Lake erupted into the “Night Riders” from west Tennessee. Patterson’s veto of
prohibition was overridden in 1909. During a time of intense political excitement, he
withdrew from the campaign for a third term. He returned to his law practice, eventually
becoming a spokesman for prohibition. He died in 1935, after serving as circuit court
judge for eleven years.

Source: Tennessee Blue Book, 1999-2000, p. 480.
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